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A Comparative Study of Venerable Master's Humanistic
Buddhism and Thich Nhat Hanh's Engaged Buddhism

Chau Ngoc Thanh
Ph.D. Candidate, Capital Normal University Institute of Religious Studies

Abstract

The new era of Buddhism began around the period of the 20th century and
the 21st century when the spirit of contemporary Buddhism emerged, which was more
socially engaged. Among the various types of Buddhism, Humanistic Buddhism by
Venerable Master Hsing Yun and Engaged Buddhism by Chan Master Yi Hsing have
been considered as the most popular. Through experience, self practice, and skillful
means, these two Buddhist masters have propagated the Buddha's teachings by adapting
Buddhist thought to daily living with the hopes of transforming society and purifying

peoples' minds.

These masters' concerns for all the living things in the world have spent their
entire lives to enhance the value of human life. However, their principles and practices
were unfortunately changed spatially and temporally by peoples in different regions,
races, historical backgrounds, cultures, beliefs, etc. Nonetheless, these two masters'
basic thoughts on Buddhism and practices have now extended worldwide. This is proof
that the spirit of Buddhism in the modern society has reached a highest level and that

Buddhism has become a religion that the common people can believe in once again.

Keywords:Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Chan Master Yi Hsing, Humanistic
Buddhism, Engaged Buddhism, Spiritual Bodhisattva, practice
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